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ITEM NQOL S

Subject: Lake Cuyamacs Parks and Revcreation District Septie System Status and Proposed Action
(Qrder Mo, RE-2004-0015)

Pear Chairntan Minan snd Members of the Board:

This is the third time that the Lake Cuyamsaca Parks and Becreation District Septic Systexs has cone befors the Bosed for
action. We have reviewed the Apwil {, 2008 ¢taffinternal memorandws’ from Brian Kelly snd Mickast MeCann o
Executive Officer John Robertus on the status of the status discharge and proposed sction. The septic systenm bas been
installed but not eenified to meet the reguirements of the subject. The staff reports that the water samples taken froan the
raonitoring wells do noe meet the presoribed water quality requirements of the Crder for aitrates, ivon and manganess.
Consequently, the discharge from the septic system would aot be in complianse with Order ag well

Revommendation . We considered the staff options 10 resolve this issue and the Kensedy/Jenks April 5, 2008 repont “.
We are not confident that the site is suitable fur 3 septic systern. We recommend that the Board not authories the
discharge of wastowster txo the leach field and wqudre that the wastewater be trucked o an asthorized off-site
vastewater treatmengt plant such as the Padre Damn troatment plant. We believe that this 5 the mast eapeditines solation,
it avoids the uncertainty that the discharper will comply with the water quality performance raqiresnents of the Order
over the long terpy. The reasons for mukiog this recommendation are given below,

Discussion. Key issue

»  Oertification report has not been submitted. 1t has been 6 months since the septic systenm has been installed.

e insofficierd data from the three moniioring wells and incoochusive analysis provided in the April 5 conenltant
report,

s Specific site dats including any percolation tests conducied during the construction of the leach fields and
assessment of the preseace aod extens of subsurface fractored rock bas nat been provided.
2y ot mspection inforpation oncthe serface dradnage doring the heavy winter rajes.
Park District request for authonizaiion 1o begin discharge of wastowater nto disposal faciiities not justified

Siaff has listed four ppticns 1o wsolve (s issue. Their recommended option 18 to request the Park Districr to subsnit the
certification report snd if the repost identifies area of ros-comphance then the ceport would need 1o propase specific
sieps o comply with the requirerent with schedule o scruplete each siep. This recoramendation Is oo vages and gives
30 much room for the discharger to-continue protrasted delays to conme into complinnee.

Mone of these options addresses the need to determine the nuderiving reasons for the cause of the poor watsr guality,
Criven the minimat information oo the hydrotogy angd geological desoription of the {each field site nod the latest Fark
District consultant report {Bennedy/Tenks), the Park i)tsmu, has nut deaonstrated 10 3 that that the sy s wiiiable for
the septic systom. W disapproved the Park District Mitigated Negative Declaration’ finding for the projects on several

' Bxsoutive OfBcer’s Report ior Apsil 2005, Anactment B-12,
bt vew waterhoards.co zovlsandiegalen reportfrepornts/4-13-08% 20e0 pdf

* Kennedy/lenks Consultaxds, Lok Cuyamaca Recreation and Park District Wastewater Systew Copplinnce Report, 24
Apri} 2003

* Lake Cuyamaca Recreation and Park District, Notice of {ntent to Adogt Mitigated Negative Declaration, Lake
Cuyamaca Wastewater Infiltration System, December 4, 2003



reasens. One primary reasnn was that the aegative declaration did provide, as we recommended, measurexments (o
establisk a baseline water quality for the grovadwater around the vicinity of the leach fields. Common sense wwald
require that these testa be conducied prior i sonstructing the septic systam, We also noted that the minimal groundwiter
tests were conducted dunieg 8 period of extended drought.

The Kenoedy/lenks report states that the Cedar forest fire could be the cause for the high evels of nitrates and ron,
However, o data wre available to crunpare these values {or comparable raznfalls and st pre-fire conditions. Nor does the
report ackaowdedye that fires will ooowr in the futwre potentially causing similar impacts 1o the water quality. The report
apines that the bigh chioride Jevels observed i the initial samples could be due @ the chlondes leaching from the PVC
{polyvinyt chlonide) casing. Sce the attached Figure 1. However, the report fasls to note the comvelation with suifates.
Cner analysis of the monitoring data shows o high degrae of correlation between chloride and sulfate at well MW, Was
the weilbead capped per design sandards to provent sucface flow contamination? See the attached Figore 1. The repost
apparently did not analyze this, Purthermore, if feaching is the reason, it bega the question why PYC pipe was used for
waier guality mensurements and oot HEPE (high density polyethylene} pipes that do oot contain chlorides. The report
did not state if percedation tests were condueted during and after the constrection of the leash fields to determine the
hydraubic eonductivity of the sabsurface. This information would have been aselul in analyzing the monitoring well
duta. ‘

Section 4 of the Kennedy/lenks report indioates that the moniiteing veell data shows a dechining trend in nitrates aod iron
concentration aod may eventually meet the performance complinnce.  This reasoning assumes that finure higher than
aormal rainfell evercis the absence of forest fires would not cause nos-comphbance. 'We rejeet this Hne of reasoning,
We also do not conour with the nitrate compliance shisrmatives. :

The report requests 3 five-year compliance schedule for provmdwater quality stabilization and possible projest
tmprovenent actions, During this period the discharger requests that authorization to begin discharge into the disposal
facilities, Weo urge that this reguest be denied.

in summary, the Lake Cuvamacs Recreation and Parkes District has Biiled 0 provide ssseatial infarmation that
discharging the septic system wastes 100 the designated leach ficlds will comply with the water qualily performance
requirements of the Order Mo, RO-2004-0G1 5. Given the above discussion, it is inoredulons 1o us that the discharger has
reguested for authorization to begiithe discharge of wastewater into the disposal facility. We urge that Board adopt owr
revorsmendation not o suthorize the dischargs of wastewater into the leach fichl sod reguire that the wastewaizr be
tucked 1o an authorized off-site wastewater freatthent plant such as the Padre Dam treatment plant,

Thank you,

Sincersly,

Fd Kimea
Waier Issugs
Sierra Club, Sas Diego Chapier
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Monitoring Well 1 Chioride and Sulfales

- Figure 1
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